
EULOGY OF HYACINTH C. RICHARDS (NÉE MORGAN) 

BIRTH 
 Hyacinth Carmaletia Morgan was born on January 29, 1935 in
Bloomfield, Manchester, Jamaica. She was the second child born to Dora
Thompson, and said to have been the third child born to Aubrey Morgan.
She was raised by her aunt Doris Thompson, who had no children of her
own, and who was affectionately called 'Mama’ by both Hyacinth and her
children. 

EDUCATION 
 Hyacinth excelled in school, achieving the third level and going on to
become a pupil teacher, until an unfortunate incident propelled her out
of that environment. She moved to Kingston to attend Business School
with the assistance of a paternal uncle, and then back to Mandeville
where she entered the Jamaica Bible School (now Regent College of the
Caribbean) in 1954. She did the Christian Worker’s Course, graduating in
1957, and then did one semester of the Christian Laymen’s course. 

CHURCH 
 Church and the Bible always played a significant role in Hyacinth’s life.
Although her maternal grandparents were Anglican, as a child she visited
many churches in her search for God. Eventually she settled at
Emmanuel Missionary Church. While in Kingston for Business School, she
attended First Missionary Church, where she became an active member
up to the time of her death. She has served in various capacities at both
the local and national levels of the Missionary Church Association in
Jamaica. 

Hyacinth Carmaletia Richards



WORK 
After completing Bible School, she did a short stint at the Exelda
Department Store, and then started her journey with Back to the Bible
Broadcast offices in Mandeville. When they moved to Kingston, she
moved with them and remained there until she retired over forty years
later in the year 2000.
Not working, was not an option for Hyacinth, so after retirement, when
she was offered a job by Radio Bible Class, publishers and distributors of
Our Daily Bread devotionals, she happily accepted. When at age 75 she
retired for the second time, she continued to work as bursar for the West
Avenue Institute, which was the brainchild of her dear friend Evelyn
Pusey, who predeceased her in 2017. She also voluntarily served at the
Head Office of the Missionary Church Association in Jamaica. 

MARRIAGE & FAMILY 
The story of how she met Granville Charles Richards is a bit hazy. It could
have been at a bus stop, or in the Exelda Department Store. By whatever
means they met, he was the one who wooed her, convinced her to share
her life with him, and walked through life with her, fathering her three
children and supporting her in all her work and ministry. Their love for
each other was a shining light to many a young couple. In 2020, they
celebrated their 60th anniversary, with many tributes offered online from
family, friends, relatives and past colleagues. 

THINGS HYACINTH RICHARDS WAS KNOWN FOR: 
 Hyacinth Richards was known for her kindness. This was confirmed
through the many tributes posted on social media after her passing. She
gave freely from the little that she had and often made space in her
home for others. Her favourite words were “God is no man’s debtor!” and
“You can’t outgive God.” She tried many times and failed! 



Hyacinth Richards was known for her love for children. The children
across the street felt her love as she helped them with homework, and
made space for them at the dining table many times when their mom
was late from work. The greatest manifestation of her love, though, was
her eagerness to introduce them to Jesus Christ. When she discovered 
 that the children who traveled to church with her each week genuinely
didn’t understand standard English sufficiently to learn the Bible verses
they were being taught, she took the time and made the effort to learn
how to read the Jamaican New Testament so that she could share it with
them.

Hyacinth Richards was known for her service in the church. She served
as: Sunday School teacher, Vacation Bible School teacher and organizer,
Secretary, Treasurer, Director of Finance, advocate and teacher in the
Evening Sunday School, that was started for the inner-city children in the
surrounding community. In the earlier years, she started a Girls 'Club,
sang alto on the choir, and was also involved with the Women’s
Fellowship. There was nothing she was not willing to do in service to her
Lord and His Church. She would consistently invite people to begin a
personal relationship with Jesus, to read through the Bible each year, and
to give to the work of the Lord without holding back. 

Hyacinth Richards never thought it was too late to change, or to learn
something new. Technology was no stranger to her and she became an
avid user of Facebook and WhatsApp. After retirement - the first one -
she traveled to exotic places like Brazil and Singapore with the Radio
Bible Class team, handling it like a pro! 



Hyacinth Richards was known for her baking. Not many Sundays passed
without her taking cookies or some other baked goods to church. Many
were rescued from certain starvation because of her. With her good
friend Phyllis, she was also known to bake wedding cakes. She used this
gift well in serving her family and friends. In fact, our lunch boxes would
always contain something baked and sweet to go along with the
sandwiches that were always made with love. 

Last, but most importantly, Hyacinth was known for her love for the
Lord. Her children could be assured that each morning before the rest of
the household was awake, she would be reading the Scriptures and
communing with her Lord Jesus, most times crying out to Him on their
behalf. Anything she believed He was telling her to do, she did it to the
best of her ability.

THE TWO CHARITIES CHOSEN BY HYACINTH TO BENEFIT FROM YOUR
GIFTS 
 In typical fashion, Hyacinth drafted an outline of her thanksgiving
service. Included in that outline were the two charities she wanted to
benefit from the gifts of those who attend her send-off ceremony. 

The First Missionary Church Educational Fund was set up under her
watch, and many students from the church and the surrounding
community of Central Kingston have benefited. It is her dream that many
more have the opportunity to develop through education, and give back
to the community, the nation and the world. 
CREW 40:4 was established by her daughter, Jo-Ann Richards Goffe. The
organization is committed to spreading the message of the gospel of
Jesus Christ through culturally relevant expressions of worship. One of
the ways in which she was personally impacted is through the sharing of
the Word from the Jamaican New Testament. She became convinced that
this was essential for the transformation of our nation and gave full
support to the work. 



ILLNESS & DEATH 
 In June 2018, Hyacinth was diagnosed with colon cancer. She fought valiantly, and at one
point, it seemed as if she had won the battle. In January 2020 however, she realized that it
was back with a vengeance. In the face of this challenge, she found the fortitude to return
to her crocheting, selling some pieces so she could contribute to missions. She also
redeemed the time, ministering to the caregivers at home. During this time, her life
partner Charles was also ailing. Many thought she was the stronger of the two and would
outlast him. The last five weeks of her life were the most difficult, both for her and her
loved ones. She fought to the very end, and after she had drawn her final breath,
November 21, 2021, she appeared to have a smile on her face.

 Hyacinth Richards lived a full life devoted to Jesus Christ. Her legacy will continue to
impact lives even after she is gone. She can truly say like the Apostle Paul in 2 Timothy 4:7
& 8: “I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept the faith:
Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous
judge, shall give me at that day: and not to me only, but unto all them also that love his
appearing.” 

 Hyacinth leaves behind her husband Granville Charles, her daughters Jeniece and Jo-Ann,
son Jeremy, daughter-in-law Dionne, sons-in-law Joseph and Marcel, grandchildren
Nicholas and Haley, 10 sisters, 4 brothers, many other relatives and friends, and many
others who called her ‘Mom’. She is resting in peace to rise in glory, and the light of her
Saviour Jesus Christ is perpetually shining on her.


